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Abstract

Zakaria Tamir and the Short Story

By : Imtinan Othman Al-Smadi.

Supervisor : Dr. Sameer Qatami.

This thesis gives a glimpse. ot the reality ot the Syrian short
story from the beginnings of this modern urt form until the
eighties. [t attempts to show the place of Zakuria Tamir in this
field and to highlight his contribution to the shot story which is
greater than what it was previously believed to be in the sixties.

£E-TTY

This study aims at highlighting certain uspects of this writer's
life and thought by making use ot what has been written about
him 1n literary journals and articles in newspapers and magazines.
This research also sheds light upon the sociul. political and
economic issues treated by Zakaria Tumir in his tive collections of
short stories. It is evident that thev uall tollow he same line of
thought - that 1s the destruction of the individual, his dim unition.
defeat and cynicism in the fuce of existing wuthority in all its

forms.
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This research also tackles the development o this modern art
form which is based on experience. Tamir's storics are considered
to be fertile ground for different Kinds of studies. Tamir has
incorporated new artistic forms from tforcign literatures in
developing the short story, using suggestive language full of anger
and tension: a main character revealed by the monologue in an
atmosphere of dreams and nightmares. retlecting the individual's
inner conflicts (the search for the meaning ol existence); and

external conflicts represented by models of a repressive authority.

It can be said. in conclusion. that the crisis of the individual
originates with man and accompanies him to his death. The
individual cannot free himself of this crisis becuuse of the state of
alienation which envelopes his lite with regure w0 family, work
and everyday life. Therefore. we see that the individual in Tamir's
stories tends towards the idea of Jestruction und rebellion. Thus,
Zakaria Tamir is considered to he one of the most important
pioneers of the short story who puved the way tor the seventies'
generation to confront the innzr world of the individual and to

closely observe his reactions .
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